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Information

Revolutionary advances in how we acquire, store and analyse information, together
with dramatic increases in computer processing power, are likely to give us the ability
to predict accurately a wide range of phenomena, from crime hot-spots to the effects
of climate change. As everyday objects are increasingly connected to the Internet, this
vast network of sensors is likely to gather data on more aspects of our lives and the
environment, making it hard for anyone to go ‘off the grid".
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Growth in volume of digitally stored information

Exabytes of data (Exabyte is a billion gigabytes)

4 d=m
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Alongside privacy issues, it is also likely to Number of connected devices

become harder to go ‘off-line’. Those who do

may even find that they have made themselves The number of connected devices has increased by 4,000%

more conspicuous by their absence. between 2003 and today. The new IPvé6 internet protocol allows for
340,282,366,920,938,463,463,374,607,431,768,211,456 connections

The ‘Internet of Things’ which is believed to be sufficient for the foreseeable future.

The number of devices linked to the Internet

is increasing rapidly, with everything from {Unn?CtEd Per

mobile phones to cars and even fridges devices person

having an Internet connection. This ‘Internet (Billons)

of Things' is already a reality, with around 20 2

billion devices already connected,® rising to an % 0~5 0.08
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robot development to remove a number of

types of job that are common today! While

advancements in -'obo_t cs may create new By 2045, it is even
jobs that we have not yet envisaged (just Jble that
as web designers were not imagined in the -DOISS’ e that
1980s), adapting workers to a new set of roles robots will take on
may take considerable time, causing problems combat roles.

in the interim. While it is possible that
governments will legislate to try to prevent
the emnlovment af rohots in snme areas
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FUTURE

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE

NEXT 50 YEARS

RICHARD WATSON
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